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Grand Valley Magazine 
CAMPUS NEWS 
Haas appointed to state 
education commission 
President Thomas J. Haas will lead 
Gov. Rick Snyder's commission on 
Michigan's education system. 
Haas will chair the Education 
Commission that will be composed 
of 25 members who will study pre-K 
through 20. They have backgrounds 
in education, business, government 
or nonprofit entities, and have an 
interest and expertise in education 
and successful outcomes. 
"I am honored to accept the request 
of the governor to chair this important 
commission," said Haas. "We will 
co llaborate and undertake the critica l 
mission of designing a pre-K through 
20 continuum that will shape the 
next generation of educated citizens 
essential to our state's continued 
econom ic health." 
Snyder made the announcement in 
late May following his March executive 
order, which created the 21st Century 
Education Commission. The P20 
Education Commission will analyze 
top performing states and nations 
to determine how their systems of 
education lead to successful career 
credentialing and post-secondary 
education, recommend changes to 
Michigan's system and prioritize those 
recommendations. 
The commission must finish its 
work and issue a final report to the 
governor for his consideration no later 
than February 28 . 
4 
President Thomas J. Haas (left), 
shakes hands with Gov. Rick Snyder; 
Haas was appointed to Snyder's 
education commission. 
Summer'l6 
Directors' cup 
returns to 
Fieldhouse 
trophy hall 
For the third consecutive year, 
Grand Valley has earned the Learfield 
Sports Directors' Cup trophy, known 
as the all-sports trophy, for having 
the nation's top NCAA Division II 
athletic program . 
Grand Valley has earned 11 
Directors' Cup trophies in the last 13 
years. The scoring system is based on 
the national finishes of seven men's 
and seven women 's sports . 
Highlighted by a national 
championship in soccer, the Lakers 
recorded 11 top five finishes: women's 
cross county (second), footba ll 
(third), women 's basketball (third), 
women's indoor track and field 
(third), men 's cross country (fourth), 
women's golf (fourth), men's outdoor 
track and field (fourth) , women's 
Tim and Terry Selgo stand behind the 
Learfield Sports Directors' Cup, presented 
to Grand Valley for having the top NCAA 
Division II athletic program. 
outdoor track and field (fourth), 
and women 's swimming and diving 
(fifth) and men 's indoor track and 
field (fifth). 
Provost announces 2017 retirement 
Provost and Executive Vice President 
for Academic and Student Affairs 
Gayle R. Davis wi ll retire next summer. 
Davis announced her intentions to 
faculty and staff members in a message 
July 11. She was appointed provost in 2002 
and became only the second person in 
Grand Valley history to hold the position. 
During her tenure, she shepherded a major 
reorganization of the university's colleges 
and oversaw major growth in enrollment 
and significant success in retaining 
students through graduation. 
President Thomas J. Haas noted 
Davis' many accomplishments and her 
campus leadership. 
"Gayle has left an indelible mark on 
Grand Valley and Michigan," Haas said . 
"She's the consummate academic leader, 
and she worked with all groups on and 
off campus , positioning Grand Va lley for 
the future. Student success is Gayle's 
North Star. Her efforts with faculty and 
staff in restructuring a 21st century 
university led to increasing enrollments 
and a record number of graduates through 
the app lication of relevant and rigorous 
curricu lum and co-curricular programming. 
She a lso provided 
service to our 
community, making 
it a better place 
to work and 
live. I could not 
have asked for a 
better partner." 
Davis holds 
a doctorate in 
American studies and 
a master's degree in Gayle R. Davis 
art history from Michigan State University. 
She earned a bachelor's degree in French 
from Muskingum Co llege. Before com ing 
to Grand Va lley in 2002, she was the 
associate vice president for Academic 
Affairs and Research at Wichita 
State University. 
Haas sa id the university w ill conduct a 
nationwide search for Davis's successor. 
The search wil l be co-cha ired by Jon 
Jellema , recently retired associate vice 
president for Academic Affairs and 
associate professor emeritus of English; 
and Teri Losey, secretary to the Board 
of Trustees and executive associate to 
the president. 
Trustees 
adopt budget, 
set tuition 
Grand Valley's Board of Trustees 
adopted the university's fiscal year 2017 
budget and set tuition rates for the 
academic year at its July 15 meeting on 
the Allendale Campus. 
The tuition increase complies with 
the state's tuition cap and keeps Grand 
Valley's tuition in the bottom half of all 
Michigan universities . The budget raises 
financial aid, in keeping with Grand 
Valley's mission to increase access to 
Michigan 's students. 
Trustees approved increasing 
tuition by $221 per semester, bringing 
annual tuition to $11,520 for a full-time 
undergraduate Michigan resident. The 
budget includes $44 million in financial 
aid for students , which is an increase of 
more than $3.5 million to be awarded 
in the form of scholarships or grants. 
Financial aid is increasing 9 percent, 
while tuition is increasing 4 percent. 
"Grand Valley is efficient and effective," 
said David Hooker, chair of the Board 
of Trustees. "This budget allows us to 
focus on student affordability. 
We understand the need for financial 
aid for our students . Our budget 
strategies have allowed us to increase 
aid by a substantial amount this year. 
Grand Valley educates a workforce and 
is keeping talent here in Michigan. We 
know that graduates are staying in the 
state, getting jobs and giving back." 
In fall 2015, 59 percent of all 
undergraduates received gift aid , and 
Tuition for Grand Valley student 
will increase for the 2016-2017 
academic year; the university's 
budget for financial aid increased 
by g percent. 
of the 2014-2015 graduates who earned 
a degree in four years or less, 31 percent 
had zero debt. The university is expected 
to receive $68.2 million in state funding , 
some of which is awarded to Grand Valley 
based on performance in key areas such 
as retention and graduation rates. 
The university illustrates operational 
efficiency with administrative costs 
per student more than $800 lower 
than the average Michigan university's 
administrative costs . That efficiency 
results in $17 million of savings being 
Hauenstein Center launches podcast 
The Hauenstein Center for Presidential Studies 
has launched a new podcast featuring leading thinkers , 
authors, historians and academics in a series focused 
on finding common ground between progressive and 
conservative viewpoints on issues including history, 
politics , culture, the arts and more. 
Available on iTunes, the pod cast series features 
well-known guests talking with host Joseph Hogan , 
who organizes the center's Common Ground Initiative. 
New episodes are released weekly. 
Guests include Maureen Corrigan , NPR's " Fresh Air"; 
Daniel McCarthy, The American Conservative; H .W. 
Brands, historian and author; and E.J. Dionne, 
Washington Post. 
II 
For more information, visit 
HauensteinCenter.org/ 
podcast. 
CAMPUS NEWS 
given back to Grand Valley students 
and their families. 
Trustees also appointed John C. 
Kennedy as chair and Mary Kramer as 
vice chair. Kennedy is president and 
CEO of Autocam Medical and Kramer 
is publisher of Crain's Detroit Business 
and corporate vice president of its 
parent company, Crain Communications. 
For more information about the 
university's performance, visit 
gvsu.edu/accountability. 
CAMPUS CHATTER 
can't wait to be Lakers this 
fall. #2020 #Anchorup 
... Posted by @EmilyGorno 
!;.I on June 5, 2016. 
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EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING 
Students work 
at Cannes 
festival, walk 
red carpet 
Sixteen students studying hospitality 
and tourism management spent two 
weeks in France working behind the 
scenes at the 69th annual Cannes 
International Film Festival. 
The students traveled to Cannes 
May 7-23, coordinating events in the 
American Pavilion, where press panels, 
round-table discussions, networking 
and meetings took place, and where 
celebrities came to mingle. 
The experience was sponsored by 
the College of Community and Public 
Service, and students were selected for 
the Cannes trip after an application and 
interviewing process. 
Sarah Gonzales, a junior from 
Mt. Pleasant, said the trip to Cannes 
was her first time traveling abroad. She 
helped set up press panels, assisted 
speakers and helped prepare the 
conference room at the pavilion. 
"We had to make sure the events ran 
smoothly, right down to making sure 
the technical equipment was working 
properly," said Gonzales . "The experience 
solidified my love for coordinating events. 
It was an incredible opportunity to 
immerse myself in another culture while 
learning about event planning. That's 
why I chose Grand Valley - to get these 
unique experiences." 
The students saw celebrities visit the 
pavilion, like Carrie Fisher and Woody 
Allen , who was with cast members of his 
movie, "Cafe Society," including Blake 
Lively, Kristen Stewart and 
Jesse Eisenberg. 
Allison Bis, a senior from Midland , 
said helping with round-table events 
and answering questions helped her 
learn about French culture and made 
her feel more certain about her 
professional future. 
Su mmer' l 6 
Students 
who are majoring 
in hospitality and 
tourism management 
learned event management 
skills while working at one 
of the world's premiere events, 
the Cannes International 
Film Festival. 
photo courtesy of Lorie Tuma 
" I was a biomedical science 
major before switching to event 
management," Bis said . "This 
experience made me realize I made 
the right decision and has given me 
more confidence as I prepare to 
enter the workforce." 
Lorie Tuma, assistant professor of 
hospitality and tourism management, 
said students had the opportunity 
to work on their professional skill set 
and experience first-hand what it's 
really like in the industry. 
"It's seldom when we have the 
opportunity to place students in an 
international setting to run an event," 
Tuma said. "Cannes is one of the 
most elegant and prestigious events 
in the industry and it's all impromptu. 
Students have to learn to be flexible 
while working with A-list celebrities. 
This type of experience gives them 
the skills they need to embrace 
the industry." 
The students said one of the 
highlights of the trip was having the 
opportunity to walk a portion of the 
red carpet ahead of the celebrities. 
Intern cares for 
cheetahs in 
southern Africa 
A Grand Valley student spent her 
summer taking a walk on the wild 
side by working with cheetahs in 
Otjiwarongo, Namibia. 
Erin Vargo , a senior biology major 
from Spring Lake, was an intern at the 
Cheetah Conservation Fund, which is 
the world's leading organization 
committed to preventing the extinction 
of wild cheetahs. 
As an intern, Vargo wore many hats. 
Her daily responsibilities included caring 
for the animals at the facility, and giving 
informational speeches to tourists while 
feeding the more sociable "ambassador" 
cheetahs. She also took detection dogs 
into the reserve to search for cheetah 
scat, which geneticists analyze to see 
which species the cheetahs are eating. 
While those responsibilities may not be 
glamorous, Vargo said new opportunities 
are available at the facility if interns 
simply express interest. 
"I talked to the veterinarians about 
helping with a surgery and got to assist 
Erin Vargo stands 
behind a cheetah 
at the Cheetah 
Conservation Fund 
in Namibia, where 
she worked as a 
summer intern. 
with the autopsy of a sheep," Vargo 
said. "I also helped with 3 a.m. check-
ins on one of our pregnant dogs , and if 
orphaned cubs were to come in , I 
would get to help monitor and bottle 
feed them." 
Vargo's desire to work with cheetahs 
blossomed during her childhood. 
"Ever since I can remember, I've had 
this expanding interest to, at first , play 
with cheetahs and make my parents 
purchase every cheetah stuffed 
animal in sight," Vargo said. "I knew 
eventually I wanted to work alongside 
them, not only as a zookeeper, but as a 
spokesperson for the conservation of 
their environment as well." 
With grandiose dreams and 
aspirations to work hand-in-paw with 
cheetahs, Vargo had to look outside of 
the U.S. for her ideal experience. 
"A vast majority of the internships I 
found in the U.S. were more generalized 
' large carnivore' or 'big cat' internships," 
Vargo said. "I eventually came across 
the Cheetah Conservation Fund, located 
in Namibia - ' the cheetah capital of 
the world.' I didn't feel the slightest 
compulsion to even finish reading the 
details of the internship. I applied 
right then." 
CAMPUS NEWS 
Former MAREC transforms 
into innovation hub 
Grand Valley opened a new 
co-working space in its business 
innovation center in downtown 
Muskegon. This new space will 
help build and launch innovative 
businesses throughout the region. 
The Muskegon Innovation Hub at 
Grand Valley, formerly the Michigan 
Alternative and Renewable Energy 
Center, will provide all types of 
business support services for 
entrepreneurs , startups and 
growing businesses. The new 
co-working space, named Colaunch, 
is specifically designed to create a 
community where entrepreneurs and 
startups can work in a collaborative 
environment as they build their 
businesses . Colaunch will be 
available on a drop-in or month-to-
month subscription basis and will 
provide a wide variety of amenities. 
"With this new co-working space 
and making our business incubation 
efforts more broad to include more 
than just alternative energy, we're 
really hoping to attract people who 
are doing things that are new and 
different and help them get off the 
ground successfully," said Kevin 
Ricco, director of the Muskegon 
Innovation Hub and Colaunch. 
Kevin Ricco, director of the 
Muskegon Innovation Hub 
and CoLaunch, addresses 
participants during an open 
house in June. 
Ricco said the Muskegon Innovation 
Hub is customer-service oriented 
and offers a highly personalized 
experience for each tenant. The Hub has 
experts available to help with product 
development, technology, product 
commercialization, entrepreneurship, 
business planning and modeling , and 
more. Tenants also have access to 
in-house expertise from the Michigan 
Small Business Development Center, as 
well as other business resource partners. 
The Hub held a community open house 
June 20 to showcase its capabilities 
and allow the public to explore the new 
Colaunch space. 
The Muskegon Innovation Hub also 
creates custom business development 
solutions for each indiv idual client 
and provides programming and 
resources that match individual needs, 
an approach that isn't provided by all 
business incubators. 
"By expanding the scope of our 
business development efforts , we think 
that the new Muskegon Innovation Hub 
will provide useful tools and expertise to 
entrepreneurs and innovators all across 
the region who are looking for custom 
business support," said Ricco. 
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Terrorism expert Jonathan White takes a 
question from a reporter during a June 13 
news conference about the mass shooting in 
Orlando, Florida. 
Faculty expert speaks 
about terrorism, alumna 
covers mass shooting 
Jonathan White, terrorism expert, 
said terrorism is complex and civilized 
conversation is needed instead of 
heated debate. 
White, professor of interdisciplinary 
studies and executive director of the 
Homeland Defense Initiative at 
Grand Valley, made the comment 
during a news conference June 13 at 
the DeVos Center, following the 
June 12 mass shooting at Pulse in 
Orlando, Florida, which killed 49 
people and injured 53 others. 
White said an attack like the one in 
Orlando is an example of the nature 
of modern terrorism , acted out on the 
streets or in the shadows. He said he 
is not optimistic change will take place 
until a civil conversation can happen 
instead of "political sides screaming 
simplistic phrases at each other in 
seven-second soundbites." 
Stephanie Allen , '13 , covered the 
breaking news story for the 
Orlando Sentinel. 
"I live just blocks from the club, so 
I immediately threw on some clothes 
and ran out the door. I was in shock, 
but quickly switched to work mode," 
Allen said . "The gravity of what 
happened didn't really hit me until the 
next day when I had time to process 
everything." 
Allen worked for a newspaper in 
Lakeland, Florida, before joining the 
Sentinel staff. 
Summer' l 6 
Engineering alumnae will 
start doctoral programs 
A group of women biomedical 
engineering graduates will take what 
they learned at Grand Valley and develop 
original research at doctorate programs 
across the U.S. this fall. 
They will conduct research that focuses 
on different areas of neuroengineering, a 
specialized discipline within biomedical 
engineering that seeks to understand 
and enhance neural systems. 
• Negin Nadvar, '10, from Iran, 
will attend the University of Michigan; 
• Priya Balasubramanian, '14, from India, 
Marquette University; 
• Lauren Hickox, '14, from Grand Rapids, 
University of Pennsylvania; 
• Nadina Zweifel , '16, from Switzerland , 
Northwestern University. 
Samhita Rhodes , associate professor of 
engineering , said going from a teaching 
school like Grand Valley to some of 
the most competitive and well-known 
research schools in the country is an 
incredible feat. 
"Getting into a reputable Ph.D. 
program is extremely difficult," said 
Rhodes . "You are competing on a global 
stage. The requirements are stringent 
and the odds are stacked against you, 
but these women have exceptional 
drive, a ferocious work ethic and 
remarkable talent." 
Nadvar worked for Stryker as an 
engineer in research and development 
for several years before deciding to 
apply for doctoral programs. She 
said receiving a doctorate was always 
part of her plan, but she wanted 
to get industry experience first. 
Balasubramanian worked for Van 
Andel Institute and said the research 
she conducted there sparked her 
interest in pursuing a doctorate. 
Zweifel will work at Northwestern's 
Neuroscience and Robotics Lab. 
She said pursuing a doctorate was 
a big decision. " I asked myself a lot 
of questions before applying for 
programs, ' Is this where I want to go?' 
and 'What do I really want to do?' 
Once I found the answer, I had to be 
very persistent in meeting people and 
networking ," she said. 
Hickox said it 's important to 
push for what you want. She began 
teaching at Grand Valley after 
graduating from the university with 
bachelor's and master's degrees. She 
will perform research on bone and 
joint biomechanics at Penn . 
" I was able to conduct more 
research while teaching , so the natural 
next step was to go for my Ph.D. 
Grand Valley was a great starting 
point for my research," said Hickox. 
Battling bacteria 
Students conduct research at national lab 
by Matthew Makowski 
For the first time appearing in the 
U.S., a rare kind of E.coli infection 
that scientists are calling a "superbug" 
was found in May in a 49-year-old 
Pennsylvania woman. This "superbug" 
is resistant to many antibiotics, even 
Colistin , which doctors use as a 
last resort when other antibiotics 
aren't effective. 
Researchers said if the gene 
that made the E.coli drug-resistant, 
called mcr-1 , passes to another 
superbug with other mutations, it 
could result in bacteria that resists 
all known antibiotics. 
At Grand Valley, several chemistry 
professors, including Rachel Powers , 
Brad Wallar and David Leonard , and 
their teams of undergraduate students 
have spent the past 10 years researching 
solutions to antibiotic resistance in a 
different type of bacteria. 
"The recent discovery of a superbug 
is a huge concern; these bacteria are 
now resistant to our last-line defense 
antibiotics," said Powers. " In our lab, 
this has provided even more motivation 
to find novel ways that our research 
can contribute in the fight to overcome 
bacterial resistance." 
Analyzing antibiotics 
While there are many different 
mechanisms of resistance, Powers' team 
focuses on one specific type, beta-
lactamase. Powers said these enzymes 
negate the healing powers of a genre of 
antibiotics known as beta-lactams. 
" Most people are familiar with 
specific beta-lactam antibiotics, such as 
penicillin and amoxicillin . We're looking 
at ways of taking the resistant bacteria 
that contain beta-lactamase enzymes 
out of commission by blocking the 
activity of the beta-lactamase," Powers 
said. "Bacteria grow and multiply 
very quickly, and they 've been around 
over the course of evolutionary time, 
so they have a lot of different 
resistance mechanisms." 
To block the activity of these 
enzymes, the researchers work 
to develop inhibitors that can be 
administered along with beta-lactam 
antibiotics. Powers said this specific 
research is challenging because there 
is no one-size-fits-all inhibitor due to 
the many different classes of 
beta-lactamase. 
" There are big cavities and 
indentations in the 3D beta-lactamase 
models we use and we simply want 
to block up the cavities with 
inhibitors ," Powers said. 
Crystallography at Argonne 
To begin the inhibitor discovery and 
development process, Powers ' team 
first grows microscopic crystals in the 
chemistry labs at Grand Valley. These 
crystals are packed with the beta-
lactamase enzymes. 
The team takes the crystals to 
Argonne National Laboratory, 
a multidisciplinary science and 
engineering research facility near 
"Instead of shipping off 
our crystals to another lab, 
we were the ones actually 
collecting the data and 
learning from it." 
- Josephine Werner 
Lemont, Illinois. Specifically, this 
research is performed in collaboration 
with Argonne scientists at the Life 
Sciences Collaborative Access 
Team Beamline. 
While it is not uncommon for 
academic researchers to reserve time 
at the lab, Powers said it is rare for 
faculty members to bring along 
undergraduate students to perform 
research at Argonne. 
Josephine Werner, a native of Sault 
Ste. Marie, graduated from Grand 
Valley in April with a bachelor 's degree 
in chemistry. She trave led to Argonne 
three times while working with Powers 
and said the experiences taught her 
how to conduct research safely and 
appropriately in a professional setting. 
"Taking part in research that is done 
at a national lab is an experience 
that not many students from other 
universities can boast about," Werner 
said. " I found a lot of value in these 
trips because instead of shipping off 
our crystals to another lab, we we re the 
ones actually collecting the data and 
learning from it." 
At the facility, the team shoots 
high-energy X-ray beams through the 
crystals and measure diffraction data -
a process called crystallography. This 
process allows researchers to study 
where inhibitors may be able to bind 
and prevent antibiotic resistance based 
on where the beams diffract off any 
given crystal. 
This data is then used to create 
electron density maps showcasing the 
beta-lactamase enzymes within the 
crystals on an atomic level. The maps 
also show the locations where inhibitors 
could potentially bind to the enzymes. 
(See photo of electron density map 
on pages 10-11.) 
Proper Rx 
Werner said the team's research is 
critically applicable to 21st century 
medicine, and she plans to continue 
exploring antibiotic resistance during 
graduate school. 
" These bad enzymes work to destroy 
some of today's most clinically relied-
upon antibiotics ," Werner said. " Due 
to the use and misuse of antibiotics, 
many bacteria are resistant to them. 
Antibiotic-resistant strains are 
responsible for causing many deaths 
and inflicting high costs for health 
care facilities. " 
Werner added that she plans to apply 
the knowledge she has gained through 
this research at Grand Valley to be a 
more effective physician. 
"As a physician , I will be responsible 
for correctly prescribing antibiotics to 
my patients and having a background 
in chemistry and bacterial resistance to 
antibiotics will help me care for them ," 
Werner said. " My awareness of antibiotic 
resistance will help me make sure that I 
do not over-prescribe these medications 
or dosages." 
continues on pag e 10 
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DONOR IMPACT 
Aluinna pays it forward 
through estate gift 
12 
When Susan Bailey was 
a student at Grand Valley 
in the 1970s, her hometown 
of Benton Harbor was 
experiencing unrest, much 
like the rest of the country 
during the turbulent 
Vietnam War era. 
This impacted her decision on 
where to enroll , and Bailey, '73 , said 
she chose Grand Valley, in part, because 
of its friendly atmosphere. "It felt very 
comforting to me," Bailey said. 
Bailey and her husband, David, have 
been consistent donors to Grand Valley 
for nearly 30 years and in 2014 decided 
to make a planned gift to the university. 
The Baileys are retired executives from 
Whirlpool Corp. in St. Joseph. 
When Bailey was at Grand Valley, 
deciding on a major took time, she 
said, and while she enjoyed science 
courses , she was drawn more and more 
to art classes and soon found a passion 
for creating jewelry. She earned a 
bachelor's degree in art and design 
and was a part of the Grand Rapids 
arts community for a few years 
following graduation. 
Summer '16 
Like many Grand Valley alumni , 
Bailey has fond memories of her 
time on the Allendale Campus, 
particularly her relationships with 
campus community members. "I 
was treated with respect, whether 
it was in class with other students , 
talking to administrators , or asking 
for help if I needed it," she said. 
Several years ago, the Baileys 
revised their will to ensure Grand 
Valley was a beneficiary. "We both 
feel it is important on a number of 
levels to support education," she 
said. "When people are educated , 
you have a stronger society and a 
stronger country. 
"We also have an interest in 
seeing students graduate with 
fewer loans and debt." 
Gina Bovee is the director of 
endowed and planned giving. She 
said people include Grand Valley 
in their estate plans because, 
like the Baileys, they care about 
student success. 
"OUR EDUCATION 
LED US TO MAKE A 
GOOD LIVING. WE 
WANT TO PASS THOSE 
OPPOR UNITIES ON 
TO SOMEONE ELSE." 
SUSAN BAILEY 
" It's your personal legacy; you 
are leaving a gift to something you 
care deeply about," said Bovee, who 
joined Grand Valley in March with two 
decades of experience. 
Bailey said she wanted her planned 
gift to pay it forward. "Our education 
led us to make a good living ," she said . 
"We want to pass those opportunities 
on to someone else." 
After living in Grand Rapids, Bailey 
moved back to the St. Joseph area 
and got a job at Whirlpool as a 
clerk in the accounting department. 
She earned promotions and began 
pursuing a master's degree through 
Whirlpool's tuition incentive program. 
Among other projects , Bailey led the 
development of the company 's first 
relational database, which collected 
information on sales and allowed 
team members to view data trends. 
She retired after 30 years as a finance 
director at Whirlpool. 
PLANNED GIVING OPTIONS 
Gift planning options for donors 
range from bequests to retirement 
plan designations to gifts that pay 
income. Bovee said many people have 
the notion they are too young to think 
about a planned gift or that giving this 
way is too complex for their situation. 
"In reality, a planned gift can be easy 
to put in place and is often the best 
way to maximize your impact on 
student success," she said. 
Bailey stressed the importance of 
having regular financial conversations 
with family members. "It helps to talk 
it out often. We talk about supporting 
things that are important to our 
family," she said. 
Donors who support Grand Valley 
with a planned gift become members 
of the Gillett Society, Grand Valley's 
longest-standing donor society named 
in honor of Richard M. Gillett, who 
was a driving force in the creation 
of the university. 
For more information on making 
a planned gift to Grand Valley, 
contact Bovee at (616) 331-6534 
or gina.bovee@gvsu.edu. Visit 
gvsu.edu/giving for more information. 
GIVING MATTERS 
Memberships Interested in becoming more involved with your passion? Consider these memberships to increase your impact. 
HAUENSTEIN CENTER FRIENDS OF KAUFMAN KUTSCHE 
FOR PRESIDENTIAL MATHIAS J. ALTEN INTERFAITH OFFICE OF 
STUDIES INSTITUTE LOCAL HISTORY 
Mathias J. Alten is a 
The Hauenstein Center celebrated American The Kaufman Interfaith The Kutsche Office of 
hosts influential speakers artist known for more Institute promotes Local History supports 
and debates that than 2,500 works of art . interfaith understanding local history and cultural 
engage the community In 1999, private collectors and mutual respect in heritage institutions, 
to discuss the political George and Barbara West Michigan , as well organizations and 
and cultural challenges Gordon determined that as encouragement for practitioners in West 
we face. High-quality their Alten paintings a vibrant and diverse Michigan through 
events are just one way collection should be community through expertise, networking , 
the center advances on permanent public interfaith dialogue and and collaborative 
the ideals of founding display. Because of services. In addition projects . Their work 
benefactor Col . Ralph their generosity, Grand to a number of events helps preserve, protect 
W . Hauenstein . A Valley now holds the throughout the year, and retain the history of 
membership to the largest public collection the institute hosts the underrepresented and 
Hauenstein Center of Alten's work in the Triennial Dialogue that marginalized groups, and 
helps continue to George and Barbara brings together scholars, fosters an appreciation of 
bring innovative ideas, Gordon Gallery on students, citizens and the common challenges 
intellectual engagement the Pew Grand Rapids clergy from the Jewish , populations face . 
and thoughtful dialogue Campus. Friends of Alten Christian and Muslim 
to Grand Valley students members support the faiths . Membership to MEMBERSHIP LEVEL 
and the community. important work of the the Kaufman Interfaith 
maintenance and care Institute enables it to Friends of the 
MEMBERSHIP LEVELS of Alten's collection , continue its mission and Kutsche Office 
as well as promote help make the community $45 
Madison Circle awareness of his legacy. a place of understanding , 
$150-$249 acceptance and peace. BENEFITS 
Jefferson Circle MEMBERSHIP LEVELS 
$250-$499 MEMBERSHIP LEVELS Discounts to programs, Paint Brush free admission to the 
Adams Circle $99 and under Friend annual Local History $500-$999 
Palette $100-$499 Roundtable, reduced 
Washington Circle $100-$199 Supporter registration fees for all $1 ,000 or more $500-$999 public programming , Canvas copies of the monthly 
BENEFITS 
$200-$499 Partner electronic newsletter, 
Gilded Frame $1,000 or more copies of the twice-yearly 
Early notice of events , $500 or more Kutsche Chronicle. 
opportunity to meet BENEFITS 
guest speakers at BENEFITS BECOME A MEMBER 
receptions. Advance notices of special 
Advance notices of receptions and events . gvsu.edu/giving/kutsche 
BECOME A MEMBER special receptions and 
events; Gilded Frame BECOME A MEMBER LEARN MORE 
gvsu.edu/giving/ members receive a 
hauenstein complimentary copy gvsu.edu/giving/kaufman gvsu.edu/kutsche 
of Mathias J. A/ten: An 
LEARN MORE Evolving Legacy, featuring LEARN MORE 
the works of Alten . gvsu.edu/interfaith hauensteincenter.org 
BECOME A MEMBER 
gvsu.edu/giving/alten 
LEARN MORE 
gvsu.edu/artgallery 
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The personality of politics 
by Nate Hoekstra I Illustration by Laura Wilusz 
In an interview with 
Grand Valley Magazine, 
political science professor 
Erika King shared her 
thoughts about how the 
changing face of America 
has changed the way 
candidates campaign for 
the presidency. 
Grand Valley Magazine: Why is the 
2016 campaign so divisive? 
Erika King: We're engaged in an 
interesting political season where every 
day seems to bring a surprise. But that's 
not really a surprise. 
Every political season has its ebbs and 
flows . I'm also looking at the context 
of political campaigns. What goes on 
in the wider society impacts people 's 
beliefs - especially this year - their 
concerns , angers and anxieties. I see a 
lot of that being manifested this year. 
Frustration, anger and anxiety are on 
both sides of the aisle. 
GVM: For the first time in history, both 
candidates , Donald Trump and Hillary 
Clinton , have higher than 50 percent 
unfavorable ratings. Why? 
EK: This is something political scientists 
will be disentangling for years after this 
election is over. 
I think you need to look at the context. 
Part of the context in this election is a 
changing America. America is changing 
demographically, we're seeing some 
very distinct changes in this country 
that have been going on for a while , and 
they 're becoming more apparent. 
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We're also seeing a new generation 
coming of political age. When millennials 
are concerned about jobs and downward 
mobility, that 's becoming a fault line in 
American politics. We're also changing 
in terms of the workforce and education , 
and what 's available to individuals who 
haven't completed a college degree. It 
used to be that in Michigan , you could 
get a good job in a factory and still 
achieve a middle-class lifestyle, but that 
has changed. Few of those jobs exist now. 
There 's all that anxiety for older people, 
too; it's just another fault line. Ethnic and 
racial changes are another contextual 
factor that 's changing dramatically. Then 
there is the issue of immigration, and 
changing demographics in general. The 
white population is becoming less and 
less of a really strong majority in the U.S. 
All kinds of changes are promoting 
anxieties and angers. And this isn't 
unique to 2016, this has been 
building slowly. 
GVM: How did you become interested 
in teaching and researching politics for 
a living? 
EK: It's interesting because I was not a 
political science major in college . I was 
a sociology/ anthropology major, and 
very interested in society in general , 
specifically what makes different 
societies tick, and what makes them 
different from one another. In my senior 
year I took a course in political sociology, 
and I suddenly realized I was interested in 
the political part of society, so I decided 
to apply to graduate school in political 
science. I got particularly interested in 
the sociology of public opinion and how 
that translates to political campaigns. 
GVM: Given that people are angrier and 
anxious about politics, when you are 
teaching , do you keep your personal 
opinions to yourself? 
EK: I'm very careful not to inject myself 
or my personal beliefs into my teaching. 
My sense is that what I teach is not about 
me, and that if I were a student, I would 
not care what the political affiliation of 
my faculty member was. By the time 
you're an adult, you can think that out for 
yourself, and political beliefs are such a 
combination of so many different things 
(family background, religious beliefs, 
instances that have happened to you) so 
I try not to inject my beliefs . 
What I always say to my students is 
that we should be able to have a 
reasonable conversation about different 
kinds of ideas. 
We need to attempt to understand 
the perceptions of others, because if 
you're going to understand people's 
voting behavior, you have to attempt to 
understand what motivates them. 
"In my lifetime we have 
morphed into a world that 
has different kinds of 
media access, different 
kinds of media discourse, 
and it forms an essential 
part of the context of 
political campaigns." 
ERIKA KING, 
POLITICAL SCIENCE PROFESSOR 
GVM: It seems like reasonable discourse 
is happening less and less in modern 
politics. Is the process marred by 
today's world of 24/ 7 media coverage 
and social media? 
EK: I like to focus my own research on 
how the content of media and different 
types of media organizations present 
information to the public, and how that 
is changing in the contemporary world. 
To me, that's fascinating because in my 
lifetime we have morphed into a world 
that has different kinds of media access, 
different kinds of media discourse, 
and it forms an essential part of the 
context of political campaigns. That is 
very different from decades ago when 
most people received an afternoon or 
evening newspaper and then sat down 
and watched one of three evening 
newscasts that were essentially saying 
the same things. 
So thinking about discourse and how 
information is presented: we have the 
mainstream media, social media and 
the internet, where we have a flattening 
of the media world and individuals 
become their own reporters. What we 
are finding is people are reaching out to 
organizations or individuals where the 
information they are given is already in 
accord with what they believe. That is 
serving to polarize people because they 
can live in their own separate media 
world and get information that matches 
what they believe and think and feel. 
It's fascinating. You can take the same 
political event with either Clinton or 
Trump, and according to what media 
outlet, blog or social media post you 
look at, you can see that we're living 
in two separate universes here in 
terms of how we're interpreting what's 
happening politically. 
GVM: You're always very cautious not 
to predict what you think will happen in 
campaigns and elections. Why? 
EK: Because political scientists are 
very good at explaining what has 
already happened through statistical 
analysis and careful reading of the facts. 
We are not terribly good at predicting 
the future. 
One thing you see in any election year 
is the constant, daily polling. What 
researchers realize is that you can 't rely 
on any one poll, two polls , even five 
polls . You have to take an average of the 
polling results over a period of time and 
that gives you the best sense of what is 
happening at the moment. There are so 
many things that can happen in politics 
and society that change how people 
respond to polls. One example is the day 
before 9/ 11 and the day after 9/ 11. Public 
opinion on a number of things changed 
dramatically. You have to be very careful 
on a political campaign, because you 
never know what might occur. 
GVM: As a political scientist, what has 
been the most interesting part of the 
2016 campaign so far? 
EK: It's fascinating to watch how the 
candidates are using the media to get 
their message and image out there. 
You have Donald Trump, maestro 
of Twitter and media coverage, and 
two candidates who will likely end 
up spending more than $1 billion on 
ads. Also within the media context, it's 
interesting to see what set of messages 
will resonate the most with the 
American public . 
Who will be the person who can grab 
something that is of great importance 
and concern to the American public and 
can turn it to his or her advantage? It'll 
be interesting to see who does that -
and I won't predict - but it will be a 
wild ride. 
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by Dottie Barnes 
The course is part of the 
Inside-Out Program offered 
each fall, which accepts 
15 Grand Valley students and 15 inmates 
at the reformatory, who must apply 
to attend . 
During the three-hour class, taught 
by Doyon-Martin, assistant professor 
of criminal justice, students tackled 
subjects like criminological theory, 
prison culture and victimization. 
"I was nervous at first. I didn't know 
what to expect," said Chad Jackson, 
a junior from Brown City majoring in 
criminal justice and psychology. "It was 
intimidating the first few times entering 
the prison , but then it became routine." 
Grand Valley students in the program 
are referred to as "outside-students" 
and the inmates are referred to as 
"inside-students ." Outside-students 
are only known by their first names and 
inside-students are only known by 
their last names. 
The offenses of the inside-students, 
which range from drug convictions 
to felony murder, are not known 
to others; the class is not open to 
people convicted of criminal sexual 
conduct, Doyon-Martin said . Grand 
Valley students earn course credit and 
inside-students receive a certificate of 
completion that is placed in their file 
and can be seen by parole boards. 
Doyon-Martin said in order to 
understand the purpose of the course, it 
is important to know what it is not. "This 
isn't a scared straight program. We are 
not there to do research, charity work or 
volunteer work," she said . "We are not 
there to expose what is wrong with the 
prison. This is a college class , which just 
happens to take place in a prison." 
Mark Allen, a senior from Middleville 
majoring in criminal justice, said he 
got over being nervous very quickly. 
Jacquelynn Doyon-Martin, assistant 
professor of criminal justice 
"I was surprised that by the second 
time we met, I felt just like all my other 
classmates," Allen said. "I was shocked 
to learn the inside-students were very 
nervous to meet us. They were afraid we 
would judge them ." 
Doyon-Martin said she makes it clear 
that everyone is a student, not an 
inmate or convict. "We sit in a circle 
to eliminate a feeling of hierarchy or 
control. This also helps to allow for more 
open dialogue," she said. 
Typically, there is more dialogue 
between students than lectures from 
the instructor. Lively discussions for this 
particular course included topics on 
restorative justice, victimization and the 
underlying causes that might lead to a 
life of criminal activity. 
"I learned valuable insights and 
viewpoints from the inside-students," 
said Taylor Greiner, a senior from Grand 
Haven who wants to work in corrections. 
"People from different backgrounds will 
have different opinions. I learned that 
many who commit crimes tend to have 
histories of victimization." 
Students said while there may have 
been disagreements, there were not 
any arguments and class members were 
allowed to explain their viewpoints. 
They described their experience 
as transformative. 
"A textbook can't give you the 
emotional aspects of prison life and you 
only get the author's perspective," said 
Allen. "Some classmates shared their 
personal stories - the reality of prison 
life. It's much different than what is 
depicted on television or in the movies." 
National statistics show 90 percent 
of inmates are released and 70 percent 
will end up back in prison. Doyon-
Martin said part of the reason is a lack 
of opportunities for inmates to improve 
themselves while incarcerated . 
"The greater benefit of this program 
for inside-students is that they are able 
to interact with the community," she 
said. "Our entire prison system is so 
separated and isolated . We send folks 
away for extended periods of time, 
completely disconnecting them from 
society, and once released, they are 
expected to immediately jump back in." 
Grand Valley was one of the first 
universities in the state to offer the 
Inside-Out Program; the course was 
first taught by Carly Hilinski-Rosick in 
2010. The program is now offered in 
more than 37 states with more than 500 
trained instructors. 
"It is easy to forget prisoners are 
real people; they are a forgotten 
population," said Greiner. "I learned to 
be less judgmental, which will serve me 
well when working in the criminal 
justice field. " 
Jackson said it was an emotional 
goodbye when the semester ended . 
Both inside- and outside-students 
signed a contract agreeing not to 
contact one another. 
"When we left, the inside-students 
told us that we are the future ," 
said Jackson . "They talked about 
rehabilitation and how they might fit 
back in society. They said they are 
hopeful for their futures." 
See for yourse lf what t his 
c lass is li ke in a v ideo posted 
at gvsu.edu/gvmagazine. 
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Sunny-side up 
Solar Garden plants 
learning opportunities 
by Leah Twilley 
The solar power plant on the Allendale 
Campus . which began operating in April , 
isn 't just producing solar energy but 
also learning opportunities for the 
campus community. 
The 17-acre, 11,200-panel plant. 
located south of Pierce Street near 48th 
Avenue. is the largest community solar 
project in Michigan. The site, owned and 
operated by Consumers Energy through 
its Solar Gardens program, provides 
electricity produced by solar energy to 
enrolled customers in West Michigan, 
including Grand Valley. The university 
subscribed to 500 kilowatts , which will 
produce 750,000-800,000 kilowatt 
hours per year. 
Thanks to a $55,000 grant from 
Consumers Energy, students and 
faculty members at Grand Valley 
combined their brain power to design 
and build two transportable, solar 
energy-producing modules this summer. 
The structures were built and designed 
by a team of six students from the 
School of Engineering and a team from 
Grand Valley 's Muskegon Innovation Hub. 
The unit created by the engineering 
team has the capacity to emit four 
kilowatts of electricity and serves as 
THE SOLAR GARDEN WILL 
PRODUCE BETWEEN 
750,000 
and 
800,000 
KILOWATT HOURS PER YEAR 
FOR GRAND VALLEY 
an educational tool to raise awareness 
about solar energy. 
Team captain Alec Nichols, a 
mechanical engineering major, said 
the module travels to different sites 
in West Michigan to demonstrate the 
technology and collect data , which is 
made available on a public website. 
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The group hopes the data can be 
used for research. 
Eight solar panels and a collection of 
solar shingles - a fairly new technology 
- make up the portable system. 
"Solar shingles are designed to 
replace traditional shingles on a house, 
so when you re roof your house, instead 
of using a regular shingle, you can 
opt into a solar shingle," said Tyler 
Roelfsema, a mechanical engineering 
major. " The way in which they generate 
energy from the sun is the same process 
as solar panels." 
The unit, which took two months 
to build , spans 18 feet when it is fully 
set up. The panels are adjustable, so 
they can tilt in various directions to 
measure how different angles affect 
the system's output. 
During the design and building 
phases of the project, group members 
concentrated on different areas of the 
system: electrical , mechanical , software 
and web development. and educational 
programming. 
Nichols said one of the group's 
biggest design challenges was making 
the system operate off a grid. 
"Most solar energy systems are 
tied to a grid system, like the solar 
power plant in Allendale," he said. 
"One of the biggest parts of the 
systems is the inverter which takes 
power generated by panels and 
converts it into consumable electricity. 
We had to find a way around that with 
our free-standing system." 
Students were Roelfsema , Nichols, 
William Neuson , Benjamin Stenberg , 
Engineering students created a solar energy 
module t h at can trave l to demonstrate its 
technology while collecting data. 
photo by Amanda Pitts 
John Wilks and Kevin Wu; they all 
graduated in August. Affiliate faculty 
member Terry Stevens served as 
the advisor. 
The second solar energy module was 
built by Energy Partners, a tenant at the 
Muskegon Innovation Hub , formerly the 
Michigan Alternative and Renewable 
Energy Center. It includes solar panels 
and patented battery technology that 
allows the systems to provide electricity 
at all times. 
The solar power plant will 
continue to serve as an extension 
of the classroom at Grand Valley. 
Consumers Energy will provide a 
$20,000 grant each year for the next 
six years for proposed interdisciplinary 
projects and curriculum. 
A new course, Renewable Energy 
Management and Modeling, will train 
students in applied energy analysis 
using the plant as a case study. The site 
will be incorporated into the curriculum 
of more than 12 courses in engineering, 
environmental studies, statistics , natural 
resource management and biology. 
Practical projects and research will 
include analyzing data generated 
at the garden , monitoring biotic 
and abiotic conditions of garden 
installation , creating awareness pieces 
and developing training for emergency 
personnel entering a home or business 
that has solar panel installations. 
• 
(NOT YOUR AVERAGE) 
1 TRIP 
6 PARTICIPANTS 
24 TRIPS 
230+ 
PARTICIPANTS 
• 
An initiative that began in 1991 
by, a handful of students who 
sought to spend their spring 
break giving back is celebrating 
a major milestone this year. 
Alternative Breaks , the Grand Valley 
chapter of the national organization 
Break Away, turns 25. The group has 
evolved into a student-run , widespread 
civic engagement program that 
plans trips around the country during 
weekends and breaks in the winter, 
spring and summer. The trips focus 
on social issues, including community 
health, affordable housing , animal 
rights , and youth and poverty. 
The student organization was 
established in 1991 when the Office 
of Student Life initiated volunteer 
opportunities for students under the 
umbrella Volunteer GVSU. The group 
was overseen by Jay Cooper, then 
associate director of Student Life and 
now associate professor of education. 
The first Alternative Breaks trip was in 
1992 at Cabrini Green , a public housing 
project located on the north side of 
Chicago. Students performed duties 
such as cleaning and making repairs. 
They also interacted with residents , 
which was an important part of the trip, 
said Cooper. 
" The whole point of the initiative was 
to provide an opportunity for students 
to immerse themselves in an area, 
serve the local community and reflect 
on their experience, and that's exactly 
what they did ," he said. 
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"ONE OF THE 
BEAUTIES 
OF THIS 
PROGRAM 
IS THAT 
STUDENTS 
HAVE THE 
POWER TO 
MAKE GREAT 
CHANGE." 
Two years later, Alternative Breaks 
expanded to offer six civic engagement 
trips and became one of 10 Break Away 
chapters in the country. By the fifth 
year of Alternative Breaks , 15 trips were 
planned. The 2015-2016 year included 
24 trips. 
Since 1991, more than 29,200 students 
have participated in trips in more than 
27 states. 
Cooper said it has been incredible to 
see the student organization grow over 
the years. "I feel proud when I think 
about the number of students now 
getting to experience these trips and 
the impact they're making . It feels really 
good to know that I had a role in getting 
that started 25 years ago and that it 
has sustained itself. There was such 
a passion for it then and just as much 
now," he said. 
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The influence of the trips goes 
beyond the organizations that 
students touch. 
Ashley Engstrom, a native of Eaton 
Rapids , was involved in Alternative 
Breaks first as a member and then as 
president in 2007. She said her first AB 
trip to Fries , a rural town in southern 
Virginia , had such a tremendous impact 
on her that she changed her major. 
"I found a passion for education, so I 
decided to change my major because 
I needed to be in a profession where I 
could practice service and teach every 
day," said Engstrom. 
The group spent two days at the 
town's elementary school , cleaning and 
interacting with the students. 
" I remember eating lunch with the kids 
and seeing how excited they were to 
have us cleaning up and painting their 
school. Throughout the week I realized 
that I couldn 't work a desk job. I needed 
to be interacting with people and kids 
daily," she said. "I quickly found that 
Alternative Breaks is just as beneficial 
for the student serving as it is for the 
organization receiving." 
During Engstrom 's involvement, the 
group expanded and added weekend 
and winter break trips. " We had big 
visions nearly 10 years ago - more trips 
and more participants," she said. 
This year's outgoing president, 
Danielle Tanner, helped coordinate 
24 trips for more than 230 members 
during the 2015-2016 academic 
year. The international relations 
and pre-medical studies 
alumna said she initially 
joined Alternative Breaks to 
volunteer more, but soon 
realized the organization is 
much more than that. 
"Alternative Breaks is 
about seeing the impact 
you can have in the world. 
It changed the way I view 
the world and helped me 
determine what I want to do 
with my life," said Tanner, a 
native of White Pigeon . 
Tanner graduated in April and will 
attend medical school at Central 
Michigan University in the fall. She 
said her favorite Alternative Breaks 
experience was volunteering at Hungry 
Mother State Park in Virginia. 
"Our focus was on park preservation 
and maintaining the space," she said. 
"Even though the work was challenging 
and rewarding, what really made this 
trip was the people. Every single student 
who went on this trip was inspirational." 
Valerie Guzman , associate director 
of student life, served as the group 's 
advisor from 2008-2015. She said 
students often become interested in 
Alternative Breaks because they want to 
meet new people, volunteer and travel. 
"Alternative Breaks provides students 
with all of those opportunities but 
with a more significant impact," she 
said. " They often create lifetime 
friendships and connections , deepen 
their understanding of our society and 
learn the importance of making the 
community a priority in their values 
and life. It is our hope that students will 
grow into active citizens through their 
experience with Alternative Breaks." 
CULTURAL AWARENESS TRIP, 
CHARLES, 
VIRGINIA, 2004 
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SERVICE PROJECTS HAVE 
TAKEN PLACE IN 27 STATES 
TRIPS TAKE 
PLACE DURING 
WEEKENDS, 
WINTER BREAK, 
SPRING BREAK 
AND IN THE 
SUMMER. 
PROGRAM NAMED 
aEST IN THE ceUNT"Y 
IN JULY 2008 AT THE NATIONAL BREAK AWAY CONFERENCE 
1,168,000 
ESTIMATED TOTAL SERVICE VOLUNTEER HOURS 
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ST 
Everybody has a life story to 
tell. The elements of these stories 
vary, of course, yet they carry 
a similar theme of how family 
histories and decisions influence 
one's life . 
When a community's story 
is told , a theme of shared 
experiences among people who 
live there prevails. Residents in 
Oceana County, with help from 
Grand Valley 's Kutsche Office of 
Local History, will tell the story 
of the county and its rich history 
as the state's top producer of 
asparagus and tart cherries for an 
oral history archive. From business 
owners to large- and small-scale 
farmers to migrant and seasonal 
workers , agriculture touches nearly 
the entire population of 26,245. 
The county, on the shore of Lake 
Michigan , is also top-ranked for 
production of strawberries , apples 
and tomatoes. 
To frame the story, the Kutsche 
Office has partnered with the 
Oceana County Hispanic Center 
and the county's Historical and 
Genealogical Society. Trained 
volunteers spent the summer 
collecting oral histories of county 
residents or anyone with a 
connection to the area to create a 
permanent archive of interviews , 
family photos and documents. 
The project was funded by a 
$11,500 Common Heritage Grant 
from the National Endowment 
for the Humanities, which was 
matched by Grand Valley. 
Melanie Shell-Weiss, associate 
professor of liberal studies 
and former director of the 
Kutsche Office, is the project's 
lead researcher. She said an 
underlying theme of the project 
is helping to build connections 
among the county's youth , 
migrants and year-round 
residents. Michigan has the fifth 
largest migrant population in 
the country, and Oceana County 
ranks third (2,480) , according 
to the state's Workforce 
Development Agency. 
"Non-Latino residents 
are less likely to understand 
the deep history of their 
Latino neighbors or their 
shared community ties ," 
Shell-Weiss said. 
THE MIGRANT CHAPTER 
Eva Berumen , director of the 
Hispanic Center, said the story 
of migrants is key to the project, 
and it's a story she knows well . 
Berumen's parents were migrants 
who traveled from Texas to 
Michigan to pick produce. She 
remembers traveling with her 
family to Iowa and Minnesota 
as a young girl. 
"We moved to Walkerville 
when my dad found a permanent 
job. I was 9," said Berumen , who 
graduated from Pentwater High 
School and Aquinas College. 
Jose Berumen was born in 
Mexico and attended school there 
through the sixth grade. Eva 
said her grandfather helped her 
dad obtain U.S. citizenship , and 
later, her dad met Eva's mother in 
Oceana County. 
Berumen saw her life portrayed 
on the movie screen when she 
watched the 2015 Disney film 
"McFarland, USA," which starred 
Kevin Costner as a white high 
school coach in a predominately 
Latino California town. Many of the 
stars on his cross country team were 
seasonal or migrant workers. 
"There was a scene in the movie 
where the mother 
comes in a truck to 
pick up her kids after 
school and takes them 
away from practice 
so they can pick 
produce," Berumen 
said. "My older cousin 
was that person for 
me . She would pick 
all of us kids up after 
school and bring us to 
where our families 
were picking." 
During elementary 
school , Berumen would 
pick asparagus with 
her parents but only 
after her homework 
was done . "We were 
fortunate. Our family 
Rural Oceana 
County is known 
as a top producer 
of asparagus 
and cherries. 
Residents are 
working with the 
Kutsche Office of 
Local History to 
document their 
oral histories 
and collect 
family photos 
and materials 
for a permanent 
archive. At right, 
Eloisa Vasquez 
holds a family 
portrait. 
valued education and we had to finish 
our homework first before helping," 
she said. 
Jose Berumen was living in 
Minnesota when he finished vocational 
training in welding and general 
maintenance . " My dad couldn't speak 
English, and was almost kicked out 
of the training program when one 
professor advocated for him and said 
he was the best student in the class," 
Berumen said. "That professor got my 
dad a private tutor in English." 
His vocational training eventually 
led him to Hart, where Jose found a 
permanent job at Slocum Brothers 
Tree Farm , doing general equipment 
maintenance. 
"There are a lot of tourists here in 
the summer, and some in the winter for 
snowmobiling , and they don't know the 
history of this place," Berumen said. 
"The people who live here and have 
worked here are what makes the county 
what it is today." 
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"THE PEOPLE 
WHO LIVE HERE 
AND HAVE 
WORKED HERE 
ARE WHAT MAKES 
THE COUNTY 
WHAT IT IS 
TODAY." 
EVA BERUMEN 
YOUNG VOICES 
Through happenstance, about 
100 eighth graders from Shelby 
added their voices to the oral 
history collection. 
Their English teacher, Kevin 
Joffre, is a 2015 Grand Valley 
graduate. Joffre was introduced 
to Shell-Weiss while at a campus 
event and expressed interest in 
helping with the project. Joffre 
was researching ways to teach 
information literacy to his students 
that would be meaningful to them . 
"Many of my students are 
from migrant families," he said. 
Shell-Weiss shared with Joffre 
newspaper articles from 1993 by a 
journalist who embedded himself 
with migrants as they traveled 
from Texas to Michigan. 
The journalist was Dave Harmon , 
a cousin of Courtney Sherwood , 
who works in the Kutsche Office. 
Later, via Skype, students had 
an opportunity to ask Harmon 
questions. 
"We found in the articles there 
was a lot of racism at that time 
toward seasonal workers and the 
schools were not welcoming," 
At top, Courtney 
Sherwood, from 
the Kutsche 
Office of 
Local History, 
interviews 
students at 
Shelby Middle 
School for the 
oral history 
archive. Bottom, 
oral histories of 
area residents 
were collected 
through the 
summer, and 
a community 
event is planned 
for September. 
Joffre said. His 
students shared 
different opinions 
about today's cultural 
climate . "So me 
students said migrant 
families were not 
seen as a separate 
group, and others 
disagreed ," he said . 
Shell-Weiss , 
Sherwood and Penny 
Burillo, chair of the 
Hispanic Center, 
visited Shelby Middle 
School in April to 
introduce the oral 
history project 
to Joffre's eighth 
graders, then train 
them to interview each other. 
" They really connected to it," 
Joffre said. "To be able to capture 
the voices of 13 and 14 year olds 
was great. Not a lot is written 
about that age group. 
"We captured a snapshot of what 
life was like for a middle school 
student in Shelby." 
PROJECT ROOTS, FUTURE 
The roots of the oral history project 
date back to 2011 , when Andrew 
Schlewitz, assistant professor of Latin 
American Studies, taught a course 
about Latin American migration and 
Latino/ a identities. Schlewitz and four 
students from that class conducted 
interviews with Oceana County migrants 
for a service learning project. 
Schlewitz and Nora Salas, assistant 
professor of history, were in Hart, the 
county seat, on June 18, interviewing 
residents during a daylong "History 
Harvest" at the community center 
and library. All interviews, photos and 
documents will be housed at Grand 
Valley's Special Collections and Archives 
and at the Oceana County Historical 
Society. Shell-Weiss expects the 
collection of materials to be completed 
by December. 
Walter Urick is in his second year as 
president of the historical society. He 
said the key to interviewing people 
for an oral history is to first interview 
yourself to better understand the 
questions about family, work, education 
and challenges. 
Urick has lived in Hart since he was 1. 
After attending law school, he served as 
the Oceana County prosecutor and later 
probate/ family court judge. 
A first-generation American , his family 
emigrated from Belarus. "Basically, the 
bus we were on broke down in Hart, and 
that's why we stayed," he said, jokingly. 
Urick's father bought a small farm near 
Hart and later, with a partner, opened 
the county's first dry cleaning business. 
As a young boy, Urick picked cherries, 
pickles and strawberries for about eight 
years until he was 15. "That's what a kid 
in this community did to make money," 
he said. 
He finished law school at the time the 
Vietnam War was winding down . "I was 
recruited back here to be the prosecutor 
and got a critical occupational 
deferment because no one wanted to 
practice law in Hart," he said . "So I came 
back for a four-year commitment, and 
ended up with a 42-year career here." 
Burillo, who helped establish the 
Hispanic Center about 13 years ago, 
said stories like Urick's and Berumen's 
helped create the rich history of Oceana 
County. "You tend to think that your 
family's background isn't special , but 
every one of us is unique and has an 
interesting story to tell ," Burillo said. 
A community dialogue about the oral 
history archive is planned for September 
in Hart. For more about the project, visit 
gvsu.edu/kutsche. 
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Yancey has 
created ore 
than 200 
puppets. 
esto no 
PUede 
ser 
Wide-mouth 
puppets are 
typically known as 
' Muppets.' 
gracias 
Yancey has been 
perfo ming with 
pupf!els for 
15 years. 
SPANISH PROFESSOR 
INCORPORATES PUPPETS 
INTO CLASS CURRICULUM 
by Matthew Makowsk i 
photos by Elizabeth Lienau 
Puppet characters from 
shows like " The Muppets," 
"Sesame Street" and "Mister 
Rogers' Neighborhood" have 
become pop culture icons 
in the worlds of television, 
film and theater. 
At Grand Valley, puppets 
are teaching Spanish to 
college and area elementary 
school students. Well , the 
puppets themselves may not 
teach Spanish, but the man 
behind the puppets does. 
Jason Yancey, associate 
professor of Spanish, 
brought his more than 
15 years of puppeteering 
experience to Grand 
Valley in 2009. Since then , 
he has incorporated his 
unique expertise into 
upper-level Spanish theater 
and drama courses. 
co nt in ues on page 30 
OFF THE PATH 
During these classes, students write 
and produce original Spanish puppet 
shows , and also create their own 
customized puppets. Students choose the 
style of puppet they create based on what 
is needed to tell the stories they write. 
" Some stories work well with shadow 
puppets where there's music and the 
story is more emotional, but in other 
stories puppets might need to be able 
to pick something up or talk, so they'll 
need to build wide-mouth puppets, or 
Muppets , as they are commonly known," 
Yancey said. 
The scripts are eventually narrowed 
down to about 10, which students refine 
together in class before performing 
them at Spanish immersion elementary 
schools in West Michigan. 
"The presence of my Spanish-
speaking university students in those 
classrooms validates the importance of 
understanding Spanish culture, learning 
Spanish and going to college," Yancey 
said. "That message has nothing to do 
with puppets, but the puppets are a 
reason for us to be there." 
Yancey discovered his love for 
puppeteering while pursuing his 
bachelor's degrees in theater and 
PUPPET STYLES 
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Spanish from Brigham 
Young University in Utah. 
He took a puppetry course 
in order to prepare for a 
stage adaptation of the 
children's book Where the 
Wild Things Are, which he 
would eventually write and 
direct for another class. 
The professor of 
Yancey's puppetry class 
was so impressed by the 
puppets he created and 
how he worked with them 
that the duo performed 
together at festivals , 
children's hospitals , holiday 
events and university 
events for the next six 
years while Yancey 
completed his master's 
degree in Spanish. 
Since that time, Yancey 
has amassed a collection 
of more than 200 custom-
made puppets , most of 
which were created for 
specific shows. 
"I had a show about a pirate who 
caught different things from the ocean, 
like a clam and a whale , for example," 
Yancey explained. "Once they outlive 
their shows, they go in my bag and 
become 'stunt doubles,' which are 
used by my students or kids during 
workshops." 
When students work with his "stunt 
doubles ," Yancey said they develop the 
confidence needed to speak in Spanish 
in front of an audience. 
"You can't see the students at 
all because they're hiding behind a 
curtain and the puppets , so if there is 
a grammar or vocabulary mistake, it's 
the puppet's fault , not theirs,'' Yancey 
said. "Because of that, students who are 
otherwise shy or timid really open up." 
Some of Yancey 's students have 
even capitalized on their distinctive 
experiences with puppeteering by 
adding it to their resumes. 
" I'll often get students who tell me 
they put 'Spanish puppets ' on their 
resumes and they say people ask and 
get excited about the puppets ," Yancey 
said. "That unique conversation makes 
you different and stand out. Honestly, 
I'm here at Grand Valley, in part, 
because someone asked me those kinds 
of questions in my interview." 
While Yancey's students appreciate 
his puppetry work, his biggest fans are 
Jason Yancey presents a puppet show to students at 
Ada Vista Elementary School. 
his four kids who have seen all of his 
puppet shows. 
"I film everything so I can watch the 
performances later, and my youngest 
son, who is almost 8 , pops in a DVD 
of a puppet show just about every 
weekend,'' Yancey said. "He's always a 
little frustrated during the semesters 
that I'm teaching my class because I 
have the puppets in my office and 
not at home." 
Yancey has even called upon his 
children to perform with him, or to play 
with his puppets so he can see if they 
are operating as intended . 
The only time Yancey's kids don't 
care for his puppets is when they are 
being created in the family's basement. 
"All of the pipes are exposed on the 
ceiling so it's great because I can hang 
my puppets while I'm working on them, 
but my kids get creeped out when they 
go into the basement and see all of 
these 'bodies' hanging from the ceiling,'' 
Yancey said. 
After the final curtain falls, Yancey 
said he keeps returning to puppeteering 
because of the community connection. 
"I feel like all of the work produced 
by myself and my students means 
something and changes the world, even 
if only for one kid ," Yancey said. 
Fall Arts Celebration 
Enriching the Arts and Humanities in West Michigan 
Annual celebration to feature international 
art, Scholarly events byMatthewMakowski 
Since the first Fall Arts Celebration 
in 2003, audiences have been treated 
to an eclectic blend of events centered 
around the arts. Each year, these six free 
events are intended as gifts to the 
West Michigan community that has 
supported the growth of Grand Valley. 
" I think the arts and humanities give 
back to the community in a uniquely 
balancing way in today's culture -
leading to perennial human values of 
meaning , reflection and joy," said Fred 
Antczak, dean of the College of Liberal 
Arts and Sciences. "Those values are 
robustly represented in this year's Fall 
Arts Celebration through a great variety, 
with new ideas and approaches in the 
arts and humanities commingling with 
old favorites." 
This year, Fall Arts Celebration will 
welcome international art, two distinct 
poetic voices , some of Beethoven 's 
earliest works in music and ballet, and an 
academic lecturer who wears many hats. 
A little bit of Seoul 
In 2008 , a unique partnership began 
between Grand Valley and SeoulTech, 
located in South Korea. Since that time, 
the two institutions have exchanged 
students and faculty members 
through various degree and study 
abroad programs . 
In May 2013, one of these exchanges 
saw works of art by 17 Grand Valley art 
and design faculty traveling to SeoulTech 
to be a part of the first joint exhibition 
between the two universities. 
This year, it is Grand Valley's turn to 
host art from abroad. As the Fall Arts 
Celebration's featured art exhibition , 
faculty members from SeoulTech will 
send 23 works of art to join pieces 
created by Grand Valley faculty for the 
partnership's second joint exhibition. 
During the exhibit, visitors will 
see a mix of mediums, including 
ceramics , metalsmithing, digital design , 
printmaking , jewelry design , fiber arts , 
painting, visual studies and sculpting. 
" From a technical perspective alone, 
the faculty from Seoul Tech are at a most 
extraordinary level and their work will 
amaze and delight visitors ," said Henry 
Matthews, Galleries and Collections 
director. " The art will be beautiful , 
but the intricacies of the craft will be 
extraordinary. This is an interesting and 
exciting opportunity to bring artwork 
by these two groups together and 
showcase what they feel is some 
of their best work." 
An evening of poetry 
and conversation 
Patricia Clark, professor and chair 
of the Writing Department, said the 
two featured authors for this year's 
Poetry Night were purposefully selected 
because of their varying career levels 
and contrasting voices. 
With a poetic voice often compared 
to that of Emily Dickinson and Marianne 
Moore, Kay Ryan has written many 
collections of poetry, including her most 
recent book, Erratic Facts . Her other 
publications include Flamingo Watching, 
Elephant Rocks, Say Uncle, The Niagara 
River and The Best of It: New and 
Selected Poems, which won a Pulitzer 
Prize for Poetry in 2011. 
In 2008, Ryan joined the ranks of 
famed authors Robert Frost, Robert 
Fitzgerald and Gwendolyn Brooks when 
she was appointed as the Library of 
Congress' 16th Poet Laureate Consultant 
in Poetry, one of the highest honors a 
professional poet can receive. The Poet 
Laureate is responsible for facilitating 
annual lectures and readings of his or her 
poetry, and typically introduces poets in 
the Library's annual poetry series. 
"Kay Ryan is known for her concise 
and short poems containing much 
wit and wordplay, as well as buried 
meanings," Clark said. "As soon as they 
are finished , readers of Kay's works are 
quickly jolted into wanting to read them 
again and again ." 
A native of the Philippines, Oliver de 
la Paz is the author of four collections 
of poetry, including Names Above 
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Houses, Furious Lullaby, Requiem for 
the Orchard and Post Subject: A Fable. 
He co-chairs the advisory board of 
Kundiman, a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to the promotion of Asian 
American poetry, and serves on the 
board of the Association of Writers 
and Writing Programs. de la Paz is an 
associate professor of English at 
Western Washington University. 
"Oliver de la Paz's poetry is admired 
for its lyricism and range," Clark said . 
"His dynamic, lavish and intimate work 
is lyrical and full of imagery and 
sensory detail." 
Early works by Beethoven 
The beginning of the 19th century 
in Europe was marked by conflict and 
political transformation created by 
revolutions in America and France. 
During this time, a young musician by 
the name of Ludwig van Beethoven 
arrived in the city of Vienna to create 
his fame. 
Beethoven almost immediately 
earned the reputation of a piano 
virtuoso, even as he suffered from the 
early signs of deafness, but his lasting 
legacy and source of greatest fame 
would be as a composer. 
During the Fall Arts Celebration music 
event, the renowned Ying String Quartet 
will perform two of Beethoven's most 
enduring chamber music works from his 
early years in Vienna. 
Now in its second decade, the Ying 
Quartet's performances regularly take 
place in many of the world's greatest 
venues, including Carnegie Hall , the 
White House and Sydney Opera House. 
The program will open with the Ying 
Quartet performing "String Quartet 
Opus 18 No. 6 ." To perform "Septet in 
E-flat major, Opus 20," the quartet will 
be joined by Grand Valley music faculty, 
including Arthur Campbell, clarinet; 
Danny Phipps, bassoon; Richard 
Britsch , horn; and Michael Hovnanian , 
double bass. 
"The works selected for this program 
are foundational works of the classical 
string chamber repertoire," said 
Phipps, Music and Dance Department 
chair. "This event will be a unique and 
wonderful opportunity for our students 
and the community to witness and 
immerse themselves in the mechanics 
of some of Beethoven's most iconic and 
beloved chamber works." 
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The Creatures of Prometheus 
While Beethoven 's composition 
resume is filled with numerous historic 
and well-known works, many people 
are not aware that the multifaceted 
composer also wrote a single ballet 
in 1801. 
Phipps said "The Creatures of 
Prometheus" has little to do with the 
classical version of Prometheus, 
the mythical Greek titan who had 
a reputation of being a clever trickster, 
and who famously gave the human race 
the gift of fire and the skill of metalwork. 
Instead , Beethoven imagined 
Prometheus as a righteous , idealistic 
god-like figure who brings to humans an 
understanding of morality and virtue -
creating humankind through the power 
of music and art. 
An original interpretation of 
Beethoven's iconic ballet will be 
performed by the acclaimed dance 
ART 
GVSU and SeoulTech Art 
and Design !=acuity 
ensemble, The Francesca Harper 
Project. Based in New York City, the 
group was founded by Harper in 2005 
as a nonprofit performing arts company 
dedicated to creating ground-breaking 
dance, music and theater works. 
Joining The Francesca Harper Project 
in this full-scale ballet production will be 
Grand Valley music and dance students, 
which Phipps said will be no simple task. 
"Performing music for a live ballet 
requires absolute concentration 
and attention to tempo and musical 
interpretation as the physical demands 
of dance leave little room for variance 
by the performers ," Phipps said. "Our 
dance students will both collaborate 
with and observe one of the country's 
unique voices in choreography as 
Rebecca Solnit 
Francesca Harper applies a modern and 
exceptional interpretation of both the 
Prometheus myth and Beethoven 's 
own vision of the demigod as a liberator 
of mankind." 
Intersections of art, 
geography and community 
The book Men Explain Things to Me 
is credited with launching the term 
"mansplaining ," which describes when a 
man explains something to a woman in a 
condescending or patronizing manner. 
It has also been labeled as a touchstone 
of the feminist movement. 
The book's author, Rebecca 
Solnit, will serve as this year's 
distinguished academic lecturer 
for Fall Arts Celebration. 
A San Francisco-based writer, 
historian and activist, Solnit is the author 
of 15 books about a variety of topics , 
including geography, community, art, 
politics , hope and feminism. 
Beth Peterson, assistant professor 
of writing , said Solnit will discuss the 
intersections between art, geography 
and community during her Fall 
Arts presentation. 
"Solnit is very much a public 
intellectual who believes in the value 
of the communal, and also, even in the 
midst of grim times, the power of art 
and hope," Peterson said. " It seems 
especially fitting with the water crisis 
in Flint looming largely in Michigan 
to bring in a writer who connects art 
and activism, and who is interested in 
considering how citizens can engage 
with their communities." 
Handel's "Messiah" 
Considered to be a musical 
fixture of the holiday season by 
audiences around the world, George 
Frideric Handel's "Messiah" is a time-
honored classic that will conclude 
Fall Arts Celebration. 
First performed in 1742, " Messiah" 
quickly became a Yuletide event 
repeated in London and across the 
English-speaking world each year for 
more than 250 years. 
" The qualities that have elevated 
'Messiah' above those created by 
so many other composers are the 
richness and variety of the music, 
the insightful matching of word and 
sound and the consistently inspired 
evocations of such universal emotions 
as sorrow, serenity and joy," 
Phipps said. 
The voices of the University 
Arts Chorale, along with the GVSU 
Symphony Orchestra, will perform 
" Messiah" during the holiday 
celebration at Fountain Street 
Church in Grand Rapids. 
The first part of " Messiah ," which 
is centered on the prophecy and the 
story of the birth of Jesus Christ, will 
be performed along with other holiday 
favorites for orchestra, vocal solo and 
choir. The concert will conclude with 
the famed "Hallelujah Chorus." 
!=or more information about all 
of this year's !=all Arts Celebration 
events, visit gvsu.edu/fallarts. 
EVENTS 
CALENDAR 
MUSIC 
"Emerging Romanticism: the Ying 
Quartet Performs the Early Viennese 
Chamber Music of Beethoven" 
SEPTEMBER 12, AT 7:30 P.M. 
COO K-De:W ITT c rnTrn , ALLe:NDALI::: CAMPUS 
Performance p recede d by carillon 
concert fr om 7 -7:20 p. m. 
ART 
"GVSU and SeoulTech Art 
and Design Faculty Exhibition" 
l::: Xe11BITI O N DATl:::S: 
AUGUST 26-NOVEMBER 4 
O Pe:NIN G l:::Xe11BITIO N Rl:::C l:::PTIO N 
SEPTEMBER 22, !=ROM 5-7 P.M. 
A RT GALLrnY, Prnr:O RMIN G A RTS c rnTrn, 
ALLe:NDALI::: CAMPUS 
POETRY 
"An Evening of Poetry and 
Conversation with Oliver de la Paz 
and Kay Ryan" 
OCTOBER 13, AT 7 P.M. 
L.V. rnrneJ ARD c rnTrn (2ND R OO R), 
Pl:::W GRAND RAPIDS CAMPU S 
Readings followed by book signing and reception 
DANCE: 
The Francesca Harper Project and 
GVSU Dance present "Beethoven's 
The Creatures of Prometheus Ballet" 
OCTOBER 24, AT 7:30 P.M. 
LO UIS ARMSTRO NG rni:::ATRI:::, Prnr:O RMIN G 
A RTS c rnTrn, ALLe:NDALI::: CAMPUS 
Perform ance p recede d by carillon concert 
from 7 -7:20 p.m. 
LECTURE: 
Rebecca Solnit, "Seeing the 
Invisible: Journeys Through the 
Overlooked, Unheard, Outside, 
and Insurrectionary" 
NOVEMBER 14, AT 7 P.M. 
L.V. rnrneJ A RD c rnTrn (2ND R OO R), 
Pl:::W G RAND RAPIDS CA MPU S 
Lecture followed by book signing and reception 
~OLIDAY CE:LE:BRATION 
"Musical Tradition and Timeless 
Memories: Handel's Messiah" 
DECEMBER 5, AT 7:30 P.M. 
f:OUNTAIN STRl:::U C elURC el 
(24 r:0UNTAIN STRl:::U NI:::), 
G RAND RAPIDS 
All Fall Arts Celebration events 
are FREE and open to the public. 
Seating is limited for these 
popular performances. 
3 
DIFFERENT 
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16 
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Community 
Outreach 
Week 
UNITING 
LAKERS 
THROUGH 
SERVICE 
Community Outreach 
Week is aimed at uniting 
Lakers around the globe 
through volunteer support and 
outreach to their communities 
in ways meaningful to each 
individual or group. 
This award-winning week 
of service is a joint effort of 
the Alumni Association and 
the Community Service 
Learning Center. 
To broaden the Laker Effect, 
all alumni clubs and chapters, 
students and faculty and staff 
members were encouraged to 
coordinate and/or participate 
in a community service project 
during March 19-26 in the 
name of Grand Valley. 
ALUMNI NEWS 
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REGISTERED 
1,100 
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ALUMNI NEWS 
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PAPUA NEW 
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Palau connection 
remains strong 
AUSTRALIA 
Grand Valley's connection with 
the island country of Palau , in the 
western Pacific Ocean, started in the 
1970s and remains strong, thanks 
largely to the country's top official. 
Tommy E. Remengesau Jr. , 
president of Palau, graduated 
from Grand Valley in 1979 with a 
bachelor's degree in criminal justice. 
His unofficial title is ambassador 
of Grand Valley. 
Remengesau came to Grand Valley 
in 1975 through a federal exchange 
program between Micronesia and the 
university, as did Elbuchel Sadang, 
who now serves as the country's 
minister of finance. Palau gained 
independent status from Micronesia 
and became a republic in 1981. 
In March, President Thomas J. Haas 
led a small Grand Valley delegation 
to Palau to present Remengesau 
with the Col. Ralph W. Hauenstein 
Fellowship medal , the university's 
highest honor. 
Mark Schaub, chief international 
officer, said more than 10 people 
from Palau have graduated from 
Grand Valley, and two students 
are currently enrolled. Schaub also 
traveled to Palau in March and gave 
presentations about Grand Valley 
to students from the country's six 
high schools. 
"There is one community college 
in Palau , and a handful of students 
from there have also enrolled in 
Grand Valley," Schaub said. 
Remengesau was the speaker at 
Grand Valley's fall commencement 
ceremony in 2002. 
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/to p/ Remengesau and Elbuchel Sadang 
joined international students from around 
the U.S. in Washington, D.C., in 1976. 
(bottom) Tommy E. RemengesauJr., '79, 
(second from left) is pictured with Donna and 
Jim Brooks, and President Thomas J. Haas. 
Power of 10 concludes 
The celebration of President 
Haas' 10 years of service 
concluded in June with alumni 
celebrations in Detroit and 
Grand Rapids. The year-long 
celebration visited cities on both 
coasts and provided alumni the 
opportunity to share with Haas 
what is important to them. 
Alumni chapters team to 
provide student support 
Alumni representatives from the 
School of Public , Nonprofit and 
Health Administration, and the LGBT 
Alumni chapters joined forces in 
April to provide undergraduate and 
graduate students with a session 
focused on personal branding. 
Participants received professional 
head shots and heard a presentation 
on "Building Your Personal Brand: 
How to Market Yourself." 
Volunteer celebration, 
service award dinner 
More than 110 alumni volunteers 
were saluted and thanked for 
their efforts during the 2015-2016 
school year during an evening 
reception at the Eberhard Center 
on May 13 . The evening also 
included the presentation of the 
Alumni Service Award to Bill 
Hudson , '78, for his commitment 
and dedication to Grand Valley. 
Pictured with Bill are his wife, 
Sue, and his mother. 
Careers 
1980s 
Darren Jeffrey Gibson, B .S., 1989, is the 
program director for WPRR AM/ FM in 
Grand Rapids. 
Kevin J . Pastoor, B.B .A ., 1989, is a 
resident managing director for Aon Risk 
Services in Indianapolis , Indiana. 
1990s 
Julie Evans, B.S., 1990, is the director 
of enrollment for the Motion Picture 
Institute in Troy. 
Kimberly A . Komdeur, B .A. , 1990, is 
a development director for Child and 
Parent Services in Elkhart, Indiana. 
Thomas R. Hegewald , B.S. , 1992, is the 
executive producer and director for 
OnPoint Tutorials , Tips and Tours in 
Grand Rapids. 
Audra H. Vaz, B.S., 1992, is the director 
of development for the College of Fine 
and Applied Arts/ Arts and Cultural 
Programs at Appalachian State in 
Boone, North Carolina . 
Jessica H. Yenchar, B.A. , 1993, M.Ed., 
2001 , received the teacher of the 
year award for the Macomb County 
Intermediate School District. 
April B. Crosby, B.S ., 1994, is a lean 
leader and safety coordinator for 
CLARK Material Handling Co. in 
Lexington, Kentucky. 
Linda D. Scott, M.N. , 1995, is the dean of 
the School of Nursing at the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison. 
Marc J . O'Neill , B .S., 1997, is a member 
of the executive board of directors for 
Rescue Mental Health and Addiction 
Services in Toledo, Ohio. 
Aaron J. Rohen , B.B .A. , 1997, is a 
business development manager for 
Select Resources in Grand Rapids. 
Mary L. Tosch , B.S. , 1997, received a 
doctorate of education from St. Cloud 
State University. 
Roberto Robles, B .S., 1998, is a research 
compliance officer and contract 
specialist for the University of Nebraska 
at Omaha. 
Wendy E. Booydegraaff, M.Ed ., 1999, 
wrote and published a children 's book, 
Salad Pie. 
ALUMNI UPDATES 
2000S 
Derek T. House, B.S., 2001 , is a data 
scientist supervisor for Ford Motor Co. 
in Dearborn. 
Erayna M. Sargent, B.B.A., 2005, is a 
marketing director for PRE Brands in 
Chicago, Illinois. 
Nicole F. Rodammer, B .S., 2006, is the 
managing director for Ele 's Place in 
Grand Rapids. 
Natalie A. Bazan , B.A ., 2007, is the 
director of the Dorr Township and 
Hopkins District Libraries in Dorr. 
Angela H. Carlton , B.N ., 2007, is the 
chief clinical officer for Kindred Hospital 
in Mansfield , Texas. 
Megan E. Bravo, B.A. , 2008, B.B.A. , 
2014, is a human resources secretary for 
Grand Valley. 
Lacey M. Edwards, B.B.A ., 2008 , is a 
business transformational consultant for 
General Motors in Detroit. 
Abby K. Meddaugh , M.Ed., 2008, is the 
director of student conduct for Carrol 
University in Waukesha, Wisconsin . 
Ashley E. Bosley, B.A ., 2009, is a private 
client investment associate for JP 
Morgan in Traverse City. 
Alyson R. Hartsock, B.S. , 2009, is 
the director of development for the 
Cancer Support Community Arizona. 
Patricia L . Reed , B .B .A ., 2009, 
is a global accounts sales operation 
manager for Herman Miller in 
Somerville, Massachusetts. 
2010S 
Samantha M. Gangloff, B .B .A ., 2010, 
is an HRIS data and systems analyst 
for Bridgestone Americas in Nashville , 
Tennessee. 
Stefanie A . Snyder, B.A ., 2010, M.P.A ., 
2012, is the senior manager of corporate 
and foundation relations for the Grand 
Rapids Symphony. 
Sarah E. Hirschman , B.S., 2011, M.P.A.S ., 
2013, is a dermatology physician 
assistant for Dr. Joel Harris Dermatology 
in Madison Heights. 
Michael D. Terry, B.S., 2011, is an item 
manager for the Department of Defense. 
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Emily A . Brandt, B.A ., 2012, is a senior 
catering sales executive for the Detroit 
Marriott at the Renaissance Center. 
Valerie M. Durak, B.F.A ., 2012, is a 
freelance graphic designer in Bellevue, 
Washington . 
Kelly A . Hughes, B .S., 2012, is an English 
language learners newcomer teacher for 
Kentwood Public Schools. 
Brian J. Milliron, M.Ed ., 2012, is an 
Advanced Placement U.S. history 
teacher for South Haven High School. 
Kaitlin C. Sloan , B .A. , 2012, is a first- and 
second-grade teacher for Light of the 
World Academy in Pinckney. 
Jennifer L. Vogel , B.S. , 2013 , is a foster 
care case manager for Wellspring 
Lutheran in Grand Rapids. 
Michael D. Williams, B.A ., 2013 , is a 
public health advisor for the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention in 
Atlanta , Georgia. 
Aris C. DeVecht, B.S ., 2014, is an ocean 
insurance specialist for Wells Fargo in 
Grand Rapids. 
Kyle D. Tiller, B .A., 2014, is a field 
training and development specialist for 
Two Men and a Truck International in 
Lansing. 
Jack Templin , M.S., 2015, is an ETL 
developer for National Heritage 
Academy. 
Celebrations, 
Births, Weddings 
2000S 
Kathryn A . (Abrams) Shelton , B .B.A ., 
2003 , and Michael E. Shelton, B.S., 
2004, announce daughter, Ava Onalee, 
born March 23 , 2016 . The family resides 
in Petoskey. 
Dianne L. Christensen-Hermance, B.S., 
2004, and Jonathan H. Hermance, 
B.B.A ., 2006, announce son, Easton 
David , born October 7, 2014. The family 
resides in Muskegon. 
Dawn R. (Schout) Vander Toorn , B.A., 
2004, and Eric Vander Toorn announce 
son , Cody Michael , born March 10, 2016. 
The family resides in Hudsonville. 
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Jamie R. (Bishop) Cook, B.S. , 2005, 
and Matthew Cook announce daughter, 
Madelyn James, born January 28, 
2016. The family resides in Commerce 
Township. 
Krista J . (Hermann) Hillman, B .S., 2005, 
and Matthew R. Hillman, B.S. , 2005, 
announce daughter, Clara Elizabeth , 
born January 28, 2016. Clara is 
welcomed by brother Ethan. The family 
resides in Nunica. 
Elizabeth A . (Jackson) De Simone, B .A ., 
2006, and Peter T. De Simone, B.A ., 
2005, announce daughter, Maureen 
Hope Petrovna, born June 24, 2015. 
She is welcomed by brother Louis. 
The family resides in Utica , New York . 
Katie E. (Arnold) Englishmen , B.S. , 
2006, M.S., 2015, and Brian Englishmen 
announce daughter, Lainie Ann , born 
March 27, 2016. The family resides in 
Byron Center. 
Amy M. (Prevost) Klump, B .S., 2008, 
and Matthew D. Klump, B .S., 2008, 
announce son, William Paul , born April 
9 , 2015. William is welcomed by brother 
Benjamin. The family resides in Flushing. 
Nathan A . Parmenter, B.S ., 2009, and 
Jennifer Parmenter announce son , Leo 
Charles, born February 8, 2016. Leo is 
welcomed by brother Elliot. The family 
resides in Grand Rapids. 
2010S 
Rachel K . (Curto) Ekstrom, B.A., 2010, 
and Brett Ekstrom announce son, Brody 
Garrett, born October 16, 2015. The 
family resides in Rochester Hills . 
Jessica T. (Cook) Marsh, B.A., 2013, 
and Steven Marsh on April 2, 2016. 
Megan M. (Gurisko) Stone, B.F.A ., 2014, 
and Steven Stone on April 8 , 2016. 
Olivia K. (Jenison) Bailey, B .S., 2015, 
and Ryan Bailey on May 7, 2016. 
In Memoriam 
1970S 
William R. Anway, B.S. , 1973, of 
Muskegon , on April 16, 2016. 
Lester C. Ott, B.S. , 1976, M.Ed., 1986, 
of Wyoming , on April 20, 2016. 
1980s 
John W . Arndt, M.B .A. , 1987, of 
Saugatuck, on March 15, 2016. 
1990s 
Julie A . Chlebo, M.Ed ., 1992, of 
Dexter, on March 19, 2016. 
Erik D. Nordin, B .A ., 1997, of 
Muskegon , on April 19, 2016. 
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GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNI V ERSITY 
Change Serv ice Requested 
GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY PRESENTS THE 14th ANNUAL 
Fall Arts Celebration 2016 
MUSIC 
"Emerging Romanticism: 
the Ying Quartet 
Performs the Early 
Viennese Chamber 
Music of Beethoven" 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 7:30 P.M. 
COOK-DEWITT CENTER 
ALLENDALE CAMPUS 
ART 
"GVSU and SeoulTech 
Art and Design 
Faculty Exhibition" 
EXH IBITION RECEPTION 
TI-IURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 5-7 P.M. 
ART GALLERY 
PERFORMING ARTS CENTER 
ALLENDALE CAMPUS 
EXH IBITION DATES, 
AUGUST 26-NOVEMBER 4 
POETRY 
"An Evening of Poetry 
and Conversation with 
Oliver de la Paz and 
Kay Ryan" 
TI-IURSDAY, OCTOBER 13, 7 P.M. 
2ND FLOOR, L.V. EBERHARD CENTER 
ROBERT C. PEW GRAND RAPIDS CAMPUS 
DANCE 
The Francesca Harper Project 
and GVSU Dance present 
"Beethoven's The Creatures 
of Prometheus Ballet" 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 24, 7:30 P.M. 
LOU IS ARMSTRONG THEATRE 
PERFORM ING ARTS CENTER 
ALLENDALE CAMPUS 
Media Sponsor: 
!=or event details and to view a complete list of sponsors, 
visit gvsu.edu/fallarts or call (616) 331-2183. 106.9FM & 1300AM 
E:nriching the 
Arts and l-lumanities 
in West Michigan 
LECTURE 
Rebecca Solnit 
"Seeing the Invisible: 
Journeys Through the 
Overlooked, Unheard, 
Outside, and Insurrectionary" 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 7 P.M. 
2ND FLOOR, L.V. EBERHARD CENTER 
ROBERT C. PEW GRAND RAPIDS CAMPUS 
MOLIDAY 
CELEBRATION 
"Musical Tradition and 
Timeless Memories: 
Handel's Messiah" 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 5, 7:30 P.M. 
FOUNTAIN STREET CHURCH 
24 FOUNTAIN STREET NE 
GRAND RAPIDS, M l 
